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IY4FGM - Where all “this” began.
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IY4FGM (IY4 Foundation Guglielmo Marconi) is located inside the former Family Chapel of  Villa Griffone, in Pontecchio Marconi, belonged to Guglielmo Marconi’s Family, at about 13 km ( 8 miles) from downtown Bologna: a sort of Marconi’s Country house. 
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In these premises, since he was a child and a very young boy, Guglielmo showed a strong interest towards the “practical applications” of the latest scientific , physics and chemistry innovations and discoveries, fully supported in these aims by his mother Annie Jameson, a strongly determined Irish woman, who provided him  personal tutors, after the first Guglielmo’s relationships with the public school proved quite ineffective.
In the Villa’s library and canteen have been found original Guglielmo’s notebooks showing how to design and  “make” batteries, which was one of the first interests of the boy.
But, when Guglielmo happened to get in touch with the “Electricity” magazine, his interest was fully diverted towards the Electromagnetic phenomena and latest scientific and technical findings ( building of the Electromagnetic theory by Maxwell and showing evidence of the presence and propagation of the electromagnetic waves by Hertz).
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The heritage of the Italian-Irish family originated in the very young boy a strong combination of independence and determination (sharp view) towards an “intuition” which Guglielmo, just after his childhood, had about using the electromagnetic waves to transmit information, wireless, all around the world.

“Independence” from  the academic world, who was stating the impossibility for the e.m. waves to follow the earth bending and to overcome obstacles; “determination” in pursuing his sharp view of the target, to put people in touch.
Finally the countryside premises of Villa Griffone contributed to the magic !!
Guglielmo started to read all the available electricity magazines, especially the ones reporting the experiments and tools and devices to put things to work; he “attended”, hidden behind a door, the university lessons of Professor Augusto Righi ( Marconi was not allowed to attend the University because he never graduated at a secondary school).

He was given the use of a small area in the under roof of the Villa where, time before, his Grand Pa was growing silkworms, the famous “Stanza dei Bachi” (Silkworm Room). Finally, with the vision always in front of him, he started to make the first attempts to have a ring , just ringing , but without any wires in between the key pressed and the bell, as one night he proudly showed to his Mom, by waking and bringing her up at 3 am in the silkworm room.
The spark transmitter coupled to an antenna (other great stuff improved by Marconi)  and the coherer receiver were gradually put apart of each other, more and more, till when an hill ( the Celestini hill in the back side of the Villa) was in between by hiding one to the other. 
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In the spring 1895 the gun shot from a collaborator, witnessing the reception of the e.m. wave  transmitted from the other side of the hill inside the Silkworm Room of  Villa Griffone, stated the birth of the wireless adventure.  

A very young man ( he was only 21 ) supported by the family , but alone against the Scientific world, made his vision concrete in Villa Griffone.

When IY4FGM Memorial Station goes on air, it is like the magic happens again and again from the very first location.

After this first performance, Guglielmo Marconi continued his experiments out of Italy by improving more and more the distance in between the TX and RX, till the whole world.
All the area including the Villa with the “Silkworm room” and the Fondazione Guglielmo Marconi Museum , the surrounding premises, the Chapel hosting the IY4FGM, the Celestini hill, are nowadays an open air Museum welcoming all who want to know about the wireless birth and enjoy the operation of the replicas of the very first Marconi Prototype Transmitters and receivers.
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 The IY4FGM Memorial Station,  managed by ARI - Bologna, activated first on October 1964,  was fully renovated (transceivers and antennas) in 1995 in the centennial of  the first “magic”.
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Guglielmo Marconi rests in the Mausoleum under Villa Griffone.
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